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Lee Conservation Commission
Town Hall 32 Main Street Courtroom
Wednesday November 20, 2019 7:00 PM

Commissioners Present:  Kathy Arment, Chair; John Philpott; Marilyn Hansen; James Wickham; John Coty, Jr.
Commissioners Absent:  Stu Dalheim
Members of the Public Present:  Mark Stinson, Mass DEP;  Amer Raza, Mass DOT; James McMahon, McMahon Strategic Development; Steve Poole, Lakeview Engineering; Harsh Patel, Green Theory Cultivation; Janet Warner

· Lee Youth Commission   Kathy Hall/Janet Warner  Discussion on new equipment at the Lee Athletic Field   Janet Warner presented.  The Youth Commission would like to add adult exercise equipment to the field.  Each piece would require a 1 ½ foot hole to be dug for a small cement footing.  The equipment would be located in the flood plain near the existing children’s equipment.  The Conservation Commission requested that the following information be presented to them:  exact location, total amount of disturbance; composition and size of the equipment and equipment to be used for installation; materials to be used;  volume of the soil removed—all the details.   The Youth Commission is to notify the Conservation Commission when they are ready to present their complete plan.

· Notice of Intent  Francisca Heming, Mass DOT, Highway Division  DEP #196-0466   Repaving and related work on Route 20 between Mile Marker 18.0 and Mile Marker 18.7   (Mass DOT does not have to notify abutters) Mr. Raza passed out plans.  The new sidewalk will be extended to McDonald’s. The roadway will be resurfaced and any brick masonry and granite rubble block will be reset as necessary.  The drainage structures will be realigned and these and any pipes will be cleaned of sediments.  Guardrails will be upgraded as needed.  The areas disturbed by construction operations will be loamed and seeded.  Approximately 182 cubic feet of flood storage volume will be lost as the result of a proposed project within BLSF.  About 208 cubic feet of compensatory storage will be provided. Work will occur in approximately 2,357 square feet of the Riverfront resource area.  No materials will be stored on site.  There was discussion about areas and projects to do for improvement of the riverfront area.  Motion by Mr. Wickham with a second by Mr. Coty to approve the Notice of Intent, DEP #196-0466 with the details as written in the Notice of Intent with the special conditions as follows:  salt resistant plantings to be used on the downhill side of the retaining wall to stabilize the bank; a list of 2-3 projects for required improvement of the riverfront , these are subject to the approval of the Conservation Commission; two postings of the DEP number, one at each end of project site.  Unanimous approval

· Notice of Intent  Green Theory Cultivation  DEP #196-pending  845 Pleasant Street  Construction of a series of greenhouses and a processing building for the cultivation of marijuana, including stormwater controls, other utilities, retaining walls and site grading  Mr. Poole presented the plan.  The wetland delineation that was used was done by Ms. Boomsma of White Engineering for the current owner.  The project work is all outside of the riverfront and the wetlands; the closest point of work to the wetlands is 40 feet.  There is a steep grade between the work area and the wetland; a retaining wall will be installed to hold the soils.  The highway drainage system will be extended. The catch basins are within the 100’ buffer zone.  Mr. Stinson questioned whether any of the area was within a rare species habitats—he believes there is a section of the property that is.  The applicant will need to submit a copy of the NOI to NHESP for review.  He also was concerned about the soils and the wetland delineations, especially in the area by the highway.  There were no soil samples done.  The Commission requested that a professional be hired to do soil assessment, an area of specific concern was the area with a channel for water.  Motion by Ms. Arment with a second by Ms. Hansen to continue with the applicant’s consent to the December 4, 2019 meeting.  Unanimous approval
Motion by Ms. Arment with a second by Mr. Philpott to approve the November 6, 2019 minutes.  Unanimous approval
There was a general discussion among the Commission and Mr. Stinson  about peer reviews and Enforcement Orders.
Motion to adjourn by Ms. Arment with a second by Mr. Philpott at 9:15 PM.  Unanimous approval

Documents:  Green Theory Notice of Intent (no DEP number); Notice of Intent Mass DOT Highway Division DEP #196-0466; Photos of possible adult equipment at Lee Athletic Field; minutes of the October; November 4, 2019 minutes
